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LHS Celebrates Decision Day

On May 1st, LHS celebrated College Decision Day in the cafeteria. Seniors who have committed to college had the
opportunity to sign each other’s t-shirts that read "Oh, the Places You’ll Go!" with their names and the colleges they chose.
The principal, Dr. Huegel, read the book Oh, the Places You’ll Go! by Dr. Seuss. The event began with remarks from Dr.
Epstein, the college advisor. She congratulated the students on reaching this milestone, said how proud she is of them, and
reminded them that, no matter what, Liberty will always be their home and they are always welcome back.

Interview with Dr. Epstein, College Advisor, by student Hermela

Q: Hi, Dr. Epstein! What is National College Decision Day?
A: National College Decision Day is a day that seniors celebrate their college acceptances and starting a new chapter.

Q: What are the key aspects of May 1st College Decision Day?
A: On May 1st, senior students decide which college they're going to, they inform the colleges that they are going to, and
they celebrate the beginning of a new chapter.

Q: Why is the decision day on May 1st? Is there anything specific about it?
A:May first is considered as the right time because it’s practical and helps students to be prepared financially. It gives
colleges more time to register students. And also, the month of May itself symbolizes a new chapter.

Q: What are the requirements that students should fulfil before this decision day?
A: The key requirements that students need to fulfil are finishing their financial aid, researching the colleges to make the best
decision, and talk with their families to make sure it's the best decision.

Q: What happens if students don't fulfil the requirements by May 1st?
A: If students do not fulfill their requirements, they may lose the opportunity to go to the college that they were accepted to.
Most colleges give more time for the students if they haven’t fulfilled the requirements, but if they wait too long, some
students from the waitlist will take their spot. Therefore, it is important to make sure that they have fulfilled the requirements
to make the right and the best decision.

Q: What is your advice for students who are enrolling in college?
A: Talk to other people or students who go to college, ask your teachers for advice, and make sure to work on your grades so
that your dreams will come true!
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AP 4 ALL
By Kiandra Fernandez Calderon

On April 21st, Liberty High School held its AP for all event, which encouraged students to challenge themselves academically and think about their future. The event took place
in the school cafeteria and was attended by students, teachers, and counselors to highlight the importance of taking AP classes.

The purpose of the event was to let students know that AP classes are available for everyone in school. Initially, the school already had AP U.S. History, AP English Language
Composition, AP Spanish and Literature, AP French and Literature, AP Research/Seminar, AP Computer Science, and AP Calculus. In the Fall, there will be three new AP
courses: AP Psychology, AP African American Studies, and AP Art History.

If you are interested in taking any of these courses, please speak with your guidance counselor.

The Importance of the Civic Seal Program
By Noe Lopez Paxtor & Boris Jimenez

Seniors at Liberty High School are undertaking civic projects to implement new ideas aimed at improving and supporting the community. These initiatives seek to ensure that students are well-
informed about their rights, and have the needed knowledge to become active citizens.

Mr. José Segura, the leader of the Civil Seals Program at Liberty High School, explained the importance of carrying out civic seal projects. He said, "I believe it is important to help students
practice civic skills that they will use in the future. For example, advocating and fighting for others is one skill that can be quite useful. Another skill, doing research about a potential problem
affecting many people, and proposing a solution. Everyone can complain, but few can propose and execute solutions. Finally, a skill that is transferable to many contexts is collaboration." He also
spoke about the principal mission of the Program of Civil Seals. He expressed, "The mission of the seal is to ensure all Liberty graduates earn a seal of civic readiness on their diploma. But
beyond the seal, it is learning new skills as mentioned in the previous question that they can use in the future."

Juranny Guzman, a senior at Liberty High School, also explained the importance of completing Civic Seal projects, and how doing so helps you develop skills such as generating ideas, working
effectively in groups, and listening to others’ opinions in addition to earning the Civic Seal itself. She said, "It has truly been of great value to me, as it allowed me to look beyond the Civil Seal
Program itself and identify the school’s specific needs; furthermore, it enabled me to develop activities focused on creativity and teamwork, skills that were not as well-developed there
previously." She also spoke about how Civic Seal projects impact our community at Liberty High School. She expressed, "In many ways, it helps us develop certain skills and realize that the
school staff aren’t the only ones who can look out for the students, that we can do so ourselves. Furthermore, the most important lesson the program taught me is that small actions can bring about
big changes."

Lastly, Damian Isaguirre, a junior at Liberty High School, explained what he has heard about the Civic Seal projects and what he knows about them. He said, "I’ve heard that it is a type of
recognition awarded to students who enroll to learn how to improve academically, both in the present and for the future. Upon completing the work, you receive a certification confirming that you
have acquired the appropriate knowledge." He also spoke about the skills that he hopes develop in the future when he became a part of the Civic Seal Program. He expressed, "Learning how to
achieve better overall academic performance, specifically by working to assist others while simultaneously receiving assistance from your peers, helping one another grow and improve as
individuals within a group setting."

Clearly, the Civic Seal Program is beneficial for students and allows individuals to become active and knowledgeable citizens.

Mural Project
Knowing the meaning of this project will transform how you see it
By Sofia Caceres Guillen

A group of Liberty High School students has been working on a mural on the fourth floor, in the spring semester every Monday and Tuesday after
school. The work that they are doing is important for the community because they provide ideas that represent Liberty High School and their
students. Through colors and creativity, they are painting a mural highlighting that difference is beautiful. I asked questions to people who are
working on the mural and every person gave me new details about the work.

Maty Ndiaye, a senior, told me, "We are using bright and vibrant colors to represent energy, diversity and positivity. Each section has different
tones to show individuality, but all the colors blend together to create harmony and balance the mural." When I wondered what they wanted to
convey in the painting, she said, "The group was asked to create a mural that represents unity, diversity, and the spirit of the school community.
They wanted to show different identities, cultures, and emotions all coming together in one space. The mural reflects creativity, inclusion, and how
everyone is connected."

However, we need to have many perspectives, which is why I went to the office of Catholic Charities, the organization that funds the mural, and
asked Ms. Christine Beckhusen, the director, her perspective about what she expects students to learn in this process. "This project is going to
provide students with communication skills. Normally when this type of project happens, differences always exist among students and this project
would help students know how to manage problems with people that don’t always have the same ideas. Also, this project helps students be on
similar pages, while also bringing their own ideas." When I asked Ms. Christine about the students’ reasons for being a part of the mural, she
responded, "The reasons are really diverse, but I could identify some of them. As for service hours, many students need this and are always looking
for activities where they can gain these hours, but another reason is for money. It's a great motivator for the participation of students. However some
students are just there for the experience and to do an extra activity at school."

Overall, this mural is building more unity among students and it's a good reminder of what makes Liberty High School so unique.
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Breakfast with the Principal
By Aminata Kone

On Wednesday, April 1st, Liberty High School held a Principal’s Breakfast in the
school library during the first period. The event was organized for members of the
C.U.T.E. club and created a welcoming space for students to connect with each other
and with the principal. Students enjoyed a variety of breakfast foods, including
french toast, eggs, coffee, and juice and many more. The atmosphere was calm and
friendly, allowing everyone to relax and be comfortable.

During the breakfast, the principal spoke to the students about her background and
shared advice about success and personal growth. She talked about her journey
especially as a woman, and explained how she faced many obstacles along the way.
Her story was inspiring and showed students the importance of perseverance and
confidence. She also encouraged students to work hard and believe in themselves.
Students had the chance to ask questions which made the event more interactive and
personal.

Overall, the breakfast was a fun and inspiring experience which helped students feel
more connected to their principal and motivated them for the future.

Career Day at LHS

Career Day took place at Liberty High School on Wednesday, April 1st. Students in grades 9 and 10 participated in a
scavenger hunt, while students in grades 11 and 12 heard from guest speakers in their classrooms. Some of the speakers
included employees from Bank of America, physician assistants, doctors, and members of the New York City Police
Department. Students had the opportunity to ask questions and learn about various careers. It was a great success!

LHS Honors Its Staff

Administrators Professional Day

Principal Appreciation Day
Teacher Appreciation
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News...

Yoga Club Resumes May 8th!
Come to the cafeteria May 8th, 22nd and 29th for yoga at 2:35!
*Continued on Fridays in June when the cafeteria is available.

Chess Club Holds Exciting Tournament
On Friday, May 15th, after school, the Chess Club held a tournament in the library.
There was a great turnout, with students from grades 9–12 participating.

Congratulations to our winners!
1st Place: Ali
2nd Place: Nour
3rd Place: Yrvhy
4th Place: Yefferson

Congratulations to Ms. Pan on winning the Teacher Championship, and to Mr. Kassim
for earning 2nd place! Thank you to Mr. Benbrook for leading the Chess Club and
organizing the tournament!

Pride Day at Liberty High School: Celebrate, Learn, and Build Community
Date: June 12, 2026 Time: During all lunch periods Location: Cafeteria next to Catholic Charities
Our LGBTQ+ Club is hosting a schoolwide Pride Day, and everyone is invited. Whether you identify as LGBTQ+, are an ally, or simply want to
learn more, this event is for you. Pride is about joy: being yourself, supporting your friends, and creating a school where everyone belongs.

What You’ll Find at Pride Day:

-A welcoming space to hang out, talk, and meet new people
-Giveaways like stickers, mini flags, and bracelets
-Interactive table with fun activities
-Information about LGBTQ+ history and identities
The goal is simple: build community and have fun. Pride Day is about supporting each other, learning together, and making Liberty a place where
everyone feels seen.
About the LGBTQ+ Club:

The LGBTQ+ Club is a student‑led space where we talk about identity, support one another, plan events, and learn about LGBTQ+ history and
activism. We also work to make our school more inclusive and welcoming.
-When we meet: Thursdays after school
-Where: Room 409
-Advisors:Ms. Cohen & Mx. Factor
Everyone is welcome — LGBTQ+ students and allies alike. If you’re curious, want to get involved, or just want a safe place to be yourself, come
check us out.
Want to learn more?
Talk to a club member, stop by Room 409, or join us on June 12 during lunch. Pride Day is for all of us — a celebration of community, courage, and joy.
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More News...

Catholic Charities

Guidance Department
May is an important month to start
preparing for your Regents exams.

It is very important to attend all
Saturday Regents Prep sessions. The
Regents Prep classes will be on the
following days:

College Office
A big congratulations to Sam Alyousif to be the first senior to finish every
part of the process and has started his college enrollment at City College!!!

The college office gives a shout-out to Columbia Summer Program Admits:
Aicha Diallo, Oumou Diallo and Mamadou Bah.

Over spring break juniors and sophomores were invited on a 2-night trip to
Washington DC to visit the University at Maryland and Morgan State
University. At both colleges they had a tour of the campus by current
students, had lunch at the dining halls and got to see first-hand what it feels
like to attend a university on a large campus.

Pictured on bottom left: Liberty students rubbing Testudo the Turtle at the
University of Maryland, a tradition among the students to rub the turtle,
especially his nose for good luck before an important exam or big game.

While visiting DC, Liberty students also visited the Holocaust museum,
downtown DC and a tour of the monuments.
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Regents Multiple Choice Questions:

Word of the Month:

Adventure (noun): An exciting, unusual, or remarkable experience, often
involving unknown risks, danger, or a bold undertaking

The senior trip was full of adventures.
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What's To Come...

Senior Trip to Club Getaway Prom

Senior Awards Dinner Graduation

Liberty High School Turns 40!

Liberty High School Academy for Newcomers was founded in 1986.
It began as a one-year program designed to prepare students for traditional high school.
In 2006, it transitioned into a four-year high school program for newcomers and transfer

students.

We will have a special celebration next school year!

The Running Team to Finish Their Best Year in Program History

The Running team is now in their final few weeks of the season. So far, the team has competed in 18 races! In previous seasons, while
individual runners have had strong performances, Liberty HS had yet to place as a team until this year.

At the CPSAL XC Championship in November, the Boys finished 3rd place and the girls finished 2nd place. The team won a total of 8
medals, beating last year's total of 3 cross country medals. This led the team into their first Winter Track Season where the girls were
able to finish second place once again at the CPSAL Winter Championship. All 9 runners scored points for Liberty. The boys finished
5th as a team but placed among the top in multiple events.

The team is currently in their first ever Outdoor Track Season and will look to finish this year strong. The team has shown incredible

growth and determination this year and will compete to win its first Championship on June 11th at Soundview Park in the Bronx!


